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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PARIS 08129 

E.O. 11652N/A 

TAGS: SENV, PLOS, IMCD, EWWT 

SUB J : 1973 CONVENTION FOR THE PREVENTION OF 

POLLUTION FROM SHIPS 

REF: STATE 052028 

1 . OFFICIAL CONCERNED WITH MARITIME MATTERS IN 
LEGAL SECTION OF FOREIGN MINISTRY INFORMS US THAT 
GOF INTERPRETATION OF SUBIECT CONVENTION IS NOT THE 
SAME AS THAT OF USG. GOF CONSIDERS THAT CONVENTION 
APPLIES TO ALL VESSELS OPERATING IN SALT WATER 
BY VIRTUE OF REFERENCE TO "MILIEU MARIN" (FRENCH 
TEXT) IN ARTICLE II. UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES GOF 
DOES NOT SEE HOW CONVENTION COULD BE APPLICABLE TO 
LAKES. AS TO WHETHER CONVENTION AND ANNEXES ARE 
APPLICABLE FOR NON-SEAGOING VESSELS, MINISTRY 
OFFICIAL SAID CRITERION FOR GOF WAS APPLICABILITY 
TO WHAT QUALIFIES AS TERRITORIAL SEAS, AND IN 
VIEW OF CONVENTION AIM TO PREVENT POLLUTION GOF 
DID NOT SEE HOW DISTINCTION COULD BE MADE BETWEEN 
CATEGORIES OF VESSELS PLYING THOSE WATERS. 
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